ISSN 2348-3156 (Print)
International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research 1SSN 2348-3164 (online)
Vol. 11, Issue 1, pp: (28-38), Month: January - March 2023, Available at: www.researchpublish.com

The Application of Nursery rhymes in Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language

Zhang Jie!, Wei Yanfeng?, Md Jais Ismail®

College of Creative Arts, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Shah Alam, Malaysia
International exchange shool, Nanchang Institute of Technology, JiangXi Province, China

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7520587
Published Date: 10-January-2023

Abstract: Traditional mandarin nursery rhymes have characteristics that cannot be compared with other literary
forms, so using them in mandarin learning can promote learners’ communicative ability. Since the words of
traditional Mandarin nursery rhymes contain actual language used, they provide learners with the opportunity to
be exposed to the target language naturally. In this environment of natural contact, learners can learn Mandarin
happily and comfortably, learn Mandarin effectively, and reduce the burden of Mandarin learning. Therefore, if
the traditional Mandarin nursery rhymes are used properly for learning, they can be applied to the actual field of
Mandarin education, and it will be possible to effectively guide students.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The use of songs in foreign language learning has been shown in several studies to be efficient and successful in promoting
language learning. The link between music and language in the process of acquiring and enhancing language, as well as
what is more useful to utilize music in language learning, shall be examined before investigating educational techniques
employing Mandarin Nursery Rhyme in Chinese language education.

I1. MAJOR FORMAT GUIDELINES
A. music and language acquisition

Music and language development are inextricably linked. One of the actively used ways is using music to learn a second
language under the supervision of the native language, and a foreign language. Music promotes language learning and
development in a variety of ways (Trinick, 2011), including vocabulary, grammar and expression, reading, pronunciation,
and writing. It also reduces learners' anxiety about learning, encourages them to concentrate, and builds their confidence.
As a result, strategies for incorporating music into language or foreign language education are already in use in many
languages.

According to Binti and Rashid, language proficiency is prioritized for learning a second language, and a restricted
vocabulary prevents second language learners from speaking with native speakers. (Binti and Rashid, 2018) It is critical to
create strategies to improve language recollection in order to efficiently learn a second language, as language knowledge is
determined by language memory. Listening to music activates a network of brain regions involved with semantic processing
and memory.Studies on the relationship between music and memory have revealed exactly how much activities help
memory. (Loukas et al., 2021). Wallace discovered that the song's rhythmic pattern promotes recall of the words, which he
discovered had an effect akin to memorizing when the melody was quickly and easily remembered , and claimed musical
accompaniment aids recall vocabulary(McElhinney, M., Annett,1996).
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Krashen contends that even if the learning input is appropriate, learning motivation, confidence, and emotional state may
each be variable, which might result in the onset of psychological ailments and ineffective knowledge absorption, which
could hinder learning (Lichtman et al., 2021). Therefore, it is thought that a learner's own attitudes and emotions influence
how much of the language they pick up from the environment, and that learners who are psychologically anxious, afraid,
or lacking in confidence have much more limitations in language acquisition than learners who are not.

There are benefits to using music to acquire vocabulary, grammar, and expression, as well as listening, reading, writing,
speaking, reading comprehension, and pronunciation (Ismail et al., 2022). According to Eren and Altay (2012), music
training greatly encourages language acquisition in reading fluency, phonological awareness, language, and pronunciation
of second languages for both children and adults. Using Mandarin Nursery Rhyme and chants while learning pronunciation
in a second language also helps students get better at the skill so they can speak fluently with the accent of the language
they wish to learn.

Using music in the language learning area may relieve stress, bring enjoyment, and develop language abilities all at the
same time (Ismail et al., 2021). Singing may be used to improve language awareness for targeted second language
acquisition as well as cultural learning. Learners participate in the process of learning by listening to and singing along with
the song, as well as comprehending how each sound is joined to produce a sound and spoken (Ludke, Karen. 2008)
Understanding the expressive process and purpose of language also helps students to acquire insight into how it works.
Language learners benefit from exposure to numerous phonetic principles such as intonation, softening, assimilation, stress,
tone reduction, and deletion through repetition and imitation of songs and lyrics, as well as the ability to approach them
naturally through speaking and pronunciation practice (Mora, 2000). Musical style and substance are phenomena that reflect
certain civilizations and ideologies. As a result, using songs may be a strong and beneficial learning strategy for developing
a convergent Chinese language learning program in which language and culture function in tandem.

B. What is Chinese Nursery Rhyme ?

There are nursery rhymes in every country and nation in the world, and there are also nursery rhymes without words. Almost
every child grows up with the accompaniment of nursery rhymes from birth. It can be said that nursery rhymes are children's
childhood mentors, game partners, the beginning of art, and the enlightenment of life.

Nursery rhymes are the earliest literary form that Chinese people come into contact with in this world, and it accompanies
the growth of Chinese people. These Nursery rhymes are short and clear, with strong local characteristics, humorous,
harmonious syllables. Such as:

CNAR, AXHA, PREREEXR, B8 MR, sk z.

"Little white rabbit, white and white, with two ears standing up to rice, loves to eat radishes and vegetables, and it's so cute
to dance."

ONREER, FERL, D2 t—, ZFN, —hHb, Aot

"Small balls, vanilla pears, Malaysia meeting twenty-one, two five six, two five seven, two eight two nine twenty one."

CPOGEE, WU, =S REHG ARSFREVRR, AR, 7

"The yellow rooster, she trains a horse, and her three-year-old Bozai can sing. It wasn't my parents who told me that Bai
learned it by himself."

Then what are Chinese nursery rhymes? In Modern Chinese Dictionary, nursery rhymes are defined as "songs popular
among children, with a relatively short form." Traditional nursery rhymes are one of folk literature, contained in folk songs.
There are basically no clear categories and boundaries for nursery rhymes. All folk songs that are suitable for children to
listen to and sing can be called nursery rhymes. Of course, the authors of nursery rhymes are not children, some are written
by adults for children, and some belong to adults, but later become active in children's mouths because children are willing
to accept and imitate them. Mr. Zhou Zuoren once said: "The author of children's songs, the lyrics of children's songs, and
the ancient nursery rhymes". (Wang Ke, 2008) Chinese nursery rhymes are short rhyme styles that are popular among the
people. They are in line with children's psychological characteristics. Children are happy to hear them and recite them.
Children's nursery rhymes are simple and easy to understand, full of fun, full of rhythm, and have the beauty of rhythm,
melody, imagery and many other artistic qualities.
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There have always been many theories about the relationship between the two concepts of "children’s song" and "nursery
rhymes". "The Book of Shi Jing(Classic of Poetry): "l am worried, | sing ballads." ( {FF£E<[E X0 FEAHBE>) <0
25, FAKHBE) There is a note in HanShiZhang: "Singing with a tune is a song, and singing without a tune is a
ballad.” ( (EhiF&Ea)) . “fH=ihEEk, L= E#E”. ) Those without accompaniment are called songs, and those
without accompaniment are called rhymes. "Shi Fuzhen (Jifi#&# ) , a Taiwanese children's literature theorist, said:
"Children's songs are different from common nursery rhymes. As the words imply, rhymes (%) are read, poems (i)
are recited, and songs (FK) are sung. Nursery rhymes only have words to read, no tune to sing. Those with words and
tunes can be called Children's songs and folk songs.”

Of course, nursery rhymes have a broad sense and a narrow sense also. In a narrow sense, it refers to songs created by
children themselves or by adults that meet children's ability to accept; in a broad sense, in addition to the above-mentioned
songs, it also includes songs that adults teach children to sing, but their content is not understood and accepted by children.

The research object of this paper is the songs without melody that are suitable for foreign students learning Chinese.In this
article, the author defines the research object of "nursery rhymes™ as non-singing nursery rhyme recitations used in teaching
Chinese as a foreign language, songs specially used for teaching Chinese as a second language, with short rhymes and lively
and interesting contents, which can be composed to help Students learn Chinese songs.

C. Features of Mandarin Nursery Rhyme

In the thousands of years of historical inheritance, Chinese nursery rhymes have been polished and processed by generations
of people consciously or unconsciously, and have formed ten special traditional art forms that are loved by children. There
are many forms of classification of nursery rhymes. It is generally divided according to the art form of nursery rhymes:
such as playing basket songs, game songs, counting songs, question-and-answer songs, tongue-twister and riddle songs.

1. Lullaby

Lullabies are also called lullaby songs, which belong to the "mother song". This is a short nursery Rhyme mainly sung to
infants and young children by mothers or other relatives, and is used to hypnotize, teach, and recognize objects. For example:
"Sleep": "Little red horse, sleep standing up, don't want to be patted or hugged by mother. Little goldfish, sleep with eyes
open, not noisy at all, not noisy at all. Little baby, sleep lying down, close the small eyes, with a smile on your face."

(REDE) - "/, SEAEREDE, A, REEGE, Mg, BERMEDR, — AR, — SRR,
INEE, FERER, M E/NER, R EwER,
2. Game song

Game songs are nursery rhymes that children sing along with certain game actions during games. Such as: Hebei nursery
Rhyme "Patting the ball": "Small ball, banana pear, Malan blossom twenty-one. Two eight two five six, two eight two five
seven, two eight two nine twenty one. Three eight three five six, three eight Three-five-seven, three-eight-three-nine-forty-
one..." During the game, there are three groups of people, two of them pull rubber bands, one dances in the middle, and
sings nursery rhymes while dancing. With the various changes in the stepping and jumping movements, the speed and
punctuation of nursery rhymes also change accordingly. The rhythm of this kind are very distinctive, and the speed is
generally faster.

AbEE (e BBk, FEM, B —, SNZER, DN ZEE, DA —, =N
=R, ZN=HELE, A= RlUA—, "
3. Counting songs

Counting songs are nursery rhymes that are described in an image suitable for children's aesthetic psychology and skillfully
train children's counting ability. For example: the traditional nursery Rhyme "Clap Song": "what’s 1, stick is 1. what’s 2,
duck is 2. what’s 3, ears is 3. what’s 4, sailboat is 4. what’s 5, hook is 5..." like this The number-sensitivity turns numbers
into images, and turns abstraction into concrete. In addition to being able to produce math knowledge education, it also
infiltrates a certain amount of ideological education.
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egiEE (mFH) - "1ftel, B 1L 24462, 872, 3143, Hi3, 41144, W4, 5145

4. Quiz song

Question-and-answer songs refer to nursery rhymes that narrate things and reflect life in the form of one question and one
answer or repeated questions and answers. For example, "Whose Ears": "Who has long ears and whose ears are short, whose
ears cover the face? Donkey ears are long, horse ears are short, and elephant ears cover the face. Whose ears are pointed ,
whose ears are round, whose ears can hear far? Pigs have pointed ears, monkeys have round ears, and dogs have ears that
can hear far.” The characteristic of the quiz song is that it has questions and answers.

flan,  CGEMEZ) - "ENEREN TSR, WIS, ENENEER 2 IPNERK, BERE, 20
HAGHEE B WA B AR, R BB, R ERITR 2 SR E RS, MRAVERE, MRy H R TAT,
5. Tongue twister

Tongue twister is a traditional language game in China. It is a nursery Rhyme that combines some consonants, initial, finals
and tones that are easily confused into meaningful nursery rhymes, and is specially used to train children's pronunciation.
For example, "Seven Kinds of Fruits on Seven Trees": "One, two, three, three, two, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven.
Seven aunts pick fruits, and seven flower baskets in their hands. There are seven wefts on seven trees.” , apples, peaches,
pomegranates, persimmons, plums, chestnuts, and pears.™ In short, tongue-twisting focuses on the training of initials, finals,
and tones, and gathers words with the same or similar pronunciation together, requiring fast reading, so the reading makes
people feel a strong sense of rhythm and wit.

(LM RSl "=, =2, —ZEMNEAE, EARMBREE, EANEBILFERR, CEN R
SEFIL, R ML, AR A, B T BT

6. Riddle Song

Riddle songs use allegorical methods to grasp a certain connection between the answers and the faces of the riddles, and
describe the characteristics of phenomena or things in the form of rhyme. Such as "Dragonfly": "The teeth are like iron
nails, the eyes are like stars, the wings are like gauze, and the long legs can't run." Riddle songs are interesting and beneficial
intellectual games that can educate students about knowledge. At the same time, accurate and vivid language and interesting
descriptions are conducive to the development of students' language.

(ld) - < ARERE], IRFBER, WFGREYL, KIWASE,

Therefore the features in Chinese mandarin nursery rhyme could be summarized: First, the unique characteristics of
Mandarin Nursery Rhyme are that the vocabulary used in Mandarin Nursery Rhyme is not difficult, the rhythm is clear,
the Rhyme is short, and it is suitable for expressing children's psychology. Second, Mandarin Nursery Rhyme are simple.
Mandarin Nursery Rhyme are made of Chinese Traditional Nursery Rhyme , so they are basically made of vocabulary and
expressions that are easy for children to sing and understand. The vocabulary of poetry used in Mandarin Nursery Rhyme
has a pictorial or symbolic meaning. However, before grasping those meanings, it is basic to make the learner accept the
emotions from the rhythm when reading or singing a traditional rhythm. Third, Mandarin Nursery Rhyme have structural
characteristics of pitch and melody, which express the function of verbal communication in the form of dialogue. Therefore,
continuous imitation and interactive conversational forms in Mandarin Nursery Rhyme work well for language
development.

D. The music in Mandarin Nursery Rhyme
1, the rhyme in Mandarin Nursery Rhyme

When it comes to the music of nursery rhymes, the first thing we come into contact with is the "rhyme" of nursery rhymes,
that is, rhyme and rhythm.Such as:

B=FE_+—, ZHR, Zht, ZNZh=Et, ZFER, =FE, S Elt
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Malan blossoms twenty one, two five six, two five seven, two eight two nine thirty one, three five six, three five seven,
three eight Three nine forty one...

The entire nursery rhyme has no semantics, and what attracts children is the beauty of the "catchy" rhythm of the nursery
rhyme. The cycle of "one" and "seven" with the same final vowel is like a drumbeat, coordinating the cheerful rhythm of
children dancing rubber bands.

The so-called "rhyme™ mainly refers to the vowel, and "rhyme" refers to the use of words with the same "rhyme" at the
beginning, middle or end of certain sentences in rhymes or poetry ballads. An important means of sound beauty. Rhyme is
the regular repetition of the same final. By rhyming, poems and ballads echo themselves in sound, such as:

B EENEM,
AMEMFAFEE, B — R0, DIk E, 2R,
Shake Shake Shake to Grandma Bridge.

Grandma called me a good baby, one pack of sugar, one pack of fruit, eat less taste more, eat more taste less.

This ballad rhymes with "ao", and "bao(Z=)" and "bao(’@l)" appear repeatedly at the end of the verses according to the law,
forming a rhyme and at the same time creating a rhythm, which makes people predict the next sentence when reading the
previous sentence, and read the following sentence. Recalling the previous sentence during a sentence, unintentionally but
just rightly organized the scattered words into a whole. Due to the generation and transmission of folk oral creation and
transmission, as well as the physiological, psychological and aesthetic characteristics of the subject children Influenced by
factors such as interest, the rhyme of nursery rhymes shows a unique pattern and artistic personality.

2, the rhythm in Mandarin Nursery Rhyme

Three-character, four-character, five-character, and seven-character characters are frequently used in nursery rhymes with
orderly sentences. The nursery rhymes written in the three-character style contain the fewest sentences among those written
in the conventional manner. The three-character style has a short sentence structure, simple phrases, and a powerful rhythm.
The easiest and most receptive users are kids. Such as ("XBiIW\) (Small trumpet) :

NBRION, IS, RS, SRR, /DEERE, SRMEE, BREYE, ERRIE.

Small trumpet, tick-tock, blow a song, send a doll. The little doll laughed, pouted, and kissed it.

In this nursery rhyme, there are eight three-character sentences, and there are pauses in the middle, neat and harmonious,
and the reading is short and powerful, with a strong sense of rhythm. The sentences here are a bit like the footsteps in
English poetry. They are pure and natural phonetic sentences rather than semantic sentences, that is, they are paused
according to the pronunciation of nursery rhymes rather than semantics.

The four-character nursery rhymes are very neat and clear, and they are concise, powerful and catchy when read.Such as
INEE) - (Little deer)

NEBUNEE, BARIFERE, & LIFFE, Sk R,

Little deer, sweater and woolen trousers, flowers on the body, trees growing on the head.
This seven-sentence four-syllable nursery rhyme forms a two-two uniform sentence pattern and produces a neat rhythm.

Except for a few three-character and four-character nursery rhymes, five-character and seven-character nursery rhymes
appear the most among the three-character nursery rhymes. The main reason for this is that the five- and seven-syllable
sentence patterns are relatively flexible. They often form two-two-one or two-one-two, two-two-two-one or four-three
sentence pattern, and the combination of single and double syllables makes the The nursery rhymes are recited in a cadence,
which is more beautiful. Such as "Going up the Mountain to Fight Tigers" :

— T BIATRERR, IR TR TR IMA R,
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REA TLRNE TR M5, BORI G, — =i,

One, two, three, four, five, go up the mountain to fight tigers. The tiger missed, but the little squirrel was hit. How many
squirrels are there? Let me count them. Counting and counting, one two three four five.

This nursery rhyme is also a pure phonetic sentence structure, with a rhythm of two or three, neat and clear, coupled with
the foot rhyme of even-numbered sentences. When singing, it not only highlights the ending words, but also deliberately
prolongs its syllables. It is lively, natural and full of charm. Such as "Counting Frogs":

— U — KM, P LIREE DU SRR, FhaE— kTR,
A frog with one mouth, two eyes and four legs jumped into the water with a plop.

The sentence structure of this song is also very neat, the rhythm of four and three is regular but not rigid, the number of
sentences is relatively large but it is not difficult to recite, the well-proportioned and simple rhythm coupled with the vivid
language reflects the playful color of nursery rhymes.

For the nursery rhymes mentioned above, the sentences in each nursery rhyme have a fixed sentence structure, regular and
well-proportioned rhythm, and certain rules. The recitation is concise and clear, catchy and easy for children to recite. On
the other hand, this kind of nursery rhyme should not be too long. If it is too long, it will easily create a monotonous feeling.
Therefore, except for special nursery rhymes such as chain tones and tongue twisters, the length of Chinese nursery rhymes
is relatively small.

E. Effect of integrating nursery rhymes into language learning

Nursery rhymes are an integral part of folk literature, which have accompanied and recorded history since primitive society.
The development of many national or national literature is closely related to their national songs. After a long period of folk
circulation, nursery rhymes are refined and clear, with harmonious rhymes and poetic charm.

The language proficiency, language expression skills or ideological content selected for mandarineducation must be in line
with the level of the learners. In the primary stage of learning Mandarin, language learning incorporating nursery rhymes
can not only learn the pronunciation of Mandarin, but also easily learn vocabulary through repetition. In addition, traditional
Mandarin nursery rhymes have been verified as works with many interesting basic Mandarin words and teaching lessons,
and are helpful for foreign learners to have interesting exposure to Mandarin language and culture. The effect of learning
Mandarin through traditional Mandarin nursery rhymes is as follows.

If Mandarin nursery rhymes are used as teaching materials, learners can participate even if they have a learning burden and
will not feel bored. The research on the educational value and influence of mandarin nursery rhymes in mandarin education
is summarized and presented as follows.

First, Mandarin lessons using Mandarin nursery rhymes can increase learners' motivation, engagement, and attention, and
stimulate interest in the classroom. The more fear and anxiety learners have about learning and the classroom, the lower
their academic motivation and achievement. As a way to solve this problem, Mandarin nursery rhymes can relieve the
burden and fear of beginners in learning Mandarin, and learn the pronunciation, vocabulary and sentence patterns of
Mandarin in a natural and comfortable atmosphere. In addition, it can also change the atmosphere by actively inducing
learners' participation, interest, and concentration, and induce a good learning atmosphere emotionally, which has the
psychological effect of relieving boredom in class.

Second, the lyrics of Mandarin nursery rhymes are short, easy to understand, with a clear sense of rhythm, and the melody
is simple and repetitive, helping learners to memorize and understand in a short time. The language fun and rhythm in the
vocabulary are easy to read with Mandarin nursery rhymes and provide fun. The meaning of Mandarin nursery rhymes is
simpler than its meaning, and the repetitive characteristics of Mandarin nursery rhymes make it easy to remember even if
students don't know the meaning of the lyrics, reduce the burden of memory, and help language development through natural
reading.

Third, through traditional Chinese nursery rhymes, learners can come into contact with and acquire idioms of various
expressions that are used in real life and are close to the essence of communication, which is different from the classroom
language centered on textbooks. Mandarin speech can express a person's mood and emotions, and a lot of specific and
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repetitive expressions are used. There are also many informal expressions, and the connection between the situation and the
scene is very high. Mandarin nursery rhymes not only have a variety of expressions in idioms, but also have the
characteristics of multi-purpose. Therefore, learners can access and acquire vocabulary used in real life that is close to the
essence of communication, which is different from classroom language centered on textbooks.

Fourth, the vocabulary contained in nursery rhymes has symbolic meaning and metaphorical expression, which helps to
enhance literary emotion. Poetry in general can be difficult for beginners because it is written, implied, and contains inner
meaning. However, even though Mandarin nursery rhymes contain symbolic meanings and figurative expressions, they are
composed of simple words, so the meaning of traditional Chinese nursery rhymes can be easily grasped. In this sense,
Mandarin nursery rhymes play a guiding role in appreciating literary works.

Fifth, when learners sing Mandarin nursery rhymes in class, they can feel familiar with the target language they want to
learn, and can arouse memory while reviewing what they have learned. Most importantly, learners will be able to understand
the meaning of words and the stylistic meaning of the sentences they make by reading, listening to and repeating the lyrics
of Mandarin nursery rhymes many times and fully assimilate them as their own.

Seventh, language and cultural learning can be conducted integrally using Chinese Traditional Nursery Rhyme . Language
and culture are closely related, so learning a language is like learning the culture of a target language together. When
learning a target language, it is important for foreign learners to learn and use appropriate expressions that can form a social
and cultural consensus by understanding the culture of the country. Mandarin Mandarin Nursery Rhyme were made up of
everyday languages that were easy to understand and sympathize with various cultural factors such as Mandarin s' lives,
thoughts, emotions, and lifestyles. Therefore, it can be used as a useful learning tool and medium for learners to understand
and indirectly experience Mandarin culture as well as communication education such as speaking, listening, reading, and
writing, vocabulary and sentence education, and grammar expression.

Eighth, Mandarin nursery rhymes have value as living language materials. It is not artificially processed language data, but
vivid language data widely used in real life. It can be seen that it reflects many cultural elements such as Mandarin daily
life, living habits, customs, emotions, and many other ways of expression in Mandarin.

Ninth, you can also use the "game™ and "dynamic" elements contained in traditional Chinese nursery rhymes to learn cultural
exchanges, which can cultivate new perspectives, thinking and cooperation. Many traditional Chinese nursery rhymes,
including games and dances, are expected to be easy to use in teaching Chinese as a foreign language because they can
increase the sense of intimacy among participating learners and help them communicate with each other.

In this way, mandarin nursery rhymes have the educational value of language. In terms of language, natural vocabulary
learning and linkage learning of the four functions of language are possible, while the repetitive nature of Mandarin nursery
rhymes is conducive to memory and understanding learning, and culture can be learned. By definition, it has the positive
effect of alleviating classroom tension and reducing learning fears or burdens. It can also bring the joy and emotional
stability that music brings. It has educational value as learners gain an integrated study of physical sensory, social and
cultural, cognitive development and phonological elements.

F. Examples of Chinese Classroom Incorporating Nursery rhymes
1, Tonal and Pronunciation Learning

Since Chinese characters are ideographic characters, the other party can accurately understand Chinese characters only if
the pronunciation pays attention to the intonation. Therefore, for first-time language learners, intonation and pronunciation
practice are one of the important elements of learning.

Especially for vocal exercises, it is difficult for beginners to use rhythm to learn, so simple and repetitive tongue twisters
can be used.

T, PR, P, DA A, A PSP A, DU AR DY

Practice noting the tones of ten (shi) and /& (shi), which are final sounds, and the pronunciation of 4 (si), which is a front
syllable. For learners, all the words are unfamiliar pronunciations, but they are often encountered words, so try to memorize
them and teach them to pronounce them quickly. Additionally, pitch changes must be explained to learners. Pitch changes
only happen in special cases.
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2, vocabulary learning

Vocabulary is the most important thing to know when communicating with others. Songs are easy to learn because various
vocabulary is expressed in lyrics, and memorization is easy because they are sung repeatedly. Therefore, among these
vocabularies, various vocabulary utilization methods using nouns, verbs, adjectives, directional verbs, seasons, dates, and
onomatopoeia, which are basic elements that compose sentences, are presented.

BEENEEIM L, EENEENSS
EEMBENMT 4, EEEEUYY
BB E a4, BEMEESNA

YELCIEOL NI /N ELE ) CLE LTINS

what's daddy's daddy's daddy's daddy's daddy's daddy's grandpa

What is the name of father's mother? What is the name of father's mother?

What is the name of mother's father? What is the name of mother's father?

What is mom's mother's name? Mom's mother's name is grandma

The vocabulary that learners encounter a lot in the early stages of learning Chinese is the name of a family member.

In this song, students can learn the member's title through family introduction, and at the same time, students can learn it as
a personal pronoun.

The interjection in a song expresses the speaker's emotion, such as surprise, feeling, or response. Interjections are never
combined with other words and are always used alone. A good understanding of exclamations can help you understand the
situation or understand the other person's feelings.

PRAN/INEERERF, IEAE FTERIR I,

MR PR, URTE IR ERL I

WL, WL WL FAES LI,

PRANS/INEERERF, IEAE FTERIR I,

IR R R, IRTERR AT 20 2”

W, W, W, FRAESEARER, 7

Two little dolls are on the phone.

"Hello, hello, where are you?"

"Hey, hey, hey, I'm in kindergarten."

Two little dolls are on the phone.

"Hey, hello, hello, what are you doing?"

"Hey, hey, hey, I'm learning to sing."
3, Sentence Learning

The lyrics in children's songs are not made up of simple vocabulary lists. There are various ways to utilize Chinese sentence
patterns, and students can learn the correct grammatical system through sentence pattern learning. If students use the method
in sentence pattern learning based on the vocabulary they have used before, it will be of great help to students of Chinese
language learning in everyday life as well as more natural sentence expression.

Page | 35
Research Publish Journals



https://www.researchpublish.com/
https://www.researchpublish.com/

ISSN 2348-3156 (Print)
International Journal of Social Science and Humanities Research I1SSN 2348-3164 (online)
Vol. 11, Issue 1, pp: (28-38), Month: January - March 2023, Available at: www.researchpublish.com

(R 2 B Rt )
Y B A
R
R R D AHE — <
e EEAEE
RYRBEA ;

/A AR B — <R

"Who Has the Best Tail"

whose tail is long;

whose tail is short;

whose tail is like an umbrella;

The monkey has a long tail;

rabbit tail short;

The little squirrel's tail is like an umbrella;
4, Learn culture and proverbs

(= A
EABEIERAT,

Z RS BINE,
= HIEa 4,
PO A HEPHEIEZD,
T H b w A,
AV R iR (abr itk
Lt AR,
J\H HEKEETET,
LA BB EH,
+ H AL,
A A REERER,
i A HEAE Rk RS
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"December Song"

New Year's Day Dragon Lantern Dance,

Flying a kite in the suburbs in February,

March Qingming willow green,

April peonies are red,

Dragon boat races on the Dragon Boat Festival in May,
In June, the pond is full of lotus flowers,

Cowherd meets Weaver Girl in July,

Mid-autumn osmanthus fragrance,

September ascends over the Chongyang Festival,
October is full of oranges,

The winter moon is snowing heavily on the green pines,
The plum blossoms in the twelfth lunar month are proud of the frost.

Learn Chinese culture in daily life, share Chinese consciousness in history, which could let students speak Chinese better
(Xian & Ismail, 2022). The twelve months of the Chinese people include many traditional folk activities, from natural
phenomena, agricultural production, ceremonial folk customs, solar term diet and health care. Twelve-month nursery
rhymes are Chinese people's understanding of the season and climate of the year by observing the annual movement of the
sun. The knowledge system and social practice formed by the changing laws of phenology are the time system created by
Chinese ancestors in the long-term agricultural production according to the laws of heaven and earth and climate change. It
condenses the ecological wisdom of adapting measures to current conditions, adapting measures to local conditions, and
circular development. By learning Twelve-month nursery rhymes, let students understand the Chinese ecological thought
of "harmony between man and nature".

G. Note of Using nursery rhymes

The selection criteria for the following nursery rhymes are formulated with the educational goal of cultivating students’
Chinese communicative ability and the practical functions of communication.

1,Simple and repetitive, so learners choose a song they can remember.
2,The content of the lyrics is colloquial, so learners choose an easy-to-learn song.

3, Even if the content of the lyrics does not necessarily contain educational content, we are looking for materials that are
helpful for learning in terms of pronunciation, intonation, and vocabulary.

4,Among the languages used by many ethnic minorities in China, the lyrics of standard Chinese are selected.

The nursery rhymes are selected according to the main criteria mentioned above, and by using these nursery rhymes, they
are able to arouse more interest of the learners and increase the concentration of the class.

I11. CONCLUSION

Both music and language are expressive communication systems built on the basis of various basic elements of sound. As
far as their basic attributes are concerned, they are the perception, production and communication capabilities of a sound
system that are unique to humans and universally possessed by humans. The distinctive rhythm of the rhyme art of Chinese
nursery rhymes, in addition to the distinctive rhythm produced by the regular alternation of the strength, length, and severity
of the voice, another important expression is rhyme, which is of great significance to Chinese nursery rhymes, and it can
make the sentences more melodious Beautiful, echoing back and forth, forming a perfect whole, obtaining a bright and
comfortable auditory effect, easy to listen to and sing. The goal of Chinese language education for foreigners is to improve
communication skills in Chinese. In order to improve the communication ability of Chinese language teaching, this study
tries to combine nursery rhymes with learning as part of the teaching and learning of language-centered education and
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culture-centered education. The reason for this is that the learning of nursery rhymes can stimulate learners' motivation and
interest, not only learning pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar and other language materials, but also learning the four
language functions of listening, speaking, reading and writing and cultural learning. But so far, there are very few studies
on the use of nursery rhymes in the classroom of Chinese as a foreign language. Therefore, this study focuses on foreigners
who learn Chinese as a second foreign language, and puts forward a preliminary discussion on the use of nursery rhymes
in Chinese language education.
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